A Brief Introduction to Creating, Posting, and Maintaining Your Blog

Mr. Burke/Senior English 


Overview
A blog, which is short for “web log,” combines elements of the journal, essay, reader’s response, op/ed piece, and the newspaper column which appears regularly in daily newspapers. One feature unique to blogs is the ability, one might always say the obligation, to include not just words but audio, video, images, and hyperlinks to words, sites, or other sources referenced in the blog. A blog should have a perspective and a distinct style or voice; it should say something worth saying but in a smart, compelling, and concise way.
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The year in words, images, and sounds from Mr. Burke and his seniors
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Senior Moments 2010-2011

Welcome to your last year of high school, your senior
year, the one youve all been waiting for, the one all
the other years have led to and for which they have all
prepared you. Thirty years ago | was a senior in high
school, graduating into a world as different to yours as
it was the same. Wars were happening in many of the
same regions. College tuition was going up, especially
at the state colleges. The state complained of little
‘money. Technology was changing quickly: the personal
‘computer had arrived, though I did not know anyone
who had one.

And, as with any of us poised to move from one moment
to another, the future seemed enshrouded in fog,
hidden to us as we faced it. This painting, The
Wanderer Above a Sea of Fog, by Kaspar

David Friedrich, captures the year(s) to come. Think of

the white as a blank canvas of possibilities on which you
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Step 1
Create and Name Your Blog

· Go to www.blogger.com and create a free account; you can also access Blogger through Google at http://www.google.com/intl/en/options/ 

· Give your blog a catchy name that conveys your perspective and style. Since I am teaching all seniors this year, I titled my blog Senior Moments.

· Play around with designs, colors, images. Design matters. The look should complement the content, not just be visual distraction. Choose fonts that convey meaning, add to tone, set the mood. Again: Design matters. Add photos and other visual content but be sure it is appropriate for school; this is not Facebook.

· Set the security settings so that only people you invite can see or respond to your blog (find the link for “Settings” on your blog dashboard homepage); these blogs are only for our class and should be visible only to those you choose. 

Step 4
Write Your Blog

· Click the link or button that says “New Post” to create a new blog post

· Give it a catchy title that creates some focus to what you will write and will intrigue your readers

· Write the blog, keeping in mind these elements of effective blogs:

· Create links and embed content: When you refer to something, try to create a link to it by highlighting the word (e.g., the title of a painting by Picasso) and creating a hyperlink to that image, video, or person (e.g., Pablo Picasso). If possible, try to embed video, image, or audio into your blog to create a more interesting, mixed media text.

· Make it short but substantial! Blogs are not long: about 200 words is a good length; people expect online writing (for the screen) to be quick but compelling.

· Make it clear, compelling, and correct: Blogs are public writing (not just an academic exercise). Use the caps, check the spelling, proof, revise; get it right. Publish with pride.

Step 7 
Post and Promote Your Blog

· Hit that Post button when you have it just right. Consider hitting the Preview button one last time: there is always something that can be tweaked, improved, trimmed.

· Copy the URL for your blog (e.g., http://burkejim09.blogspot.com/) and go into Twitter to post out the link to all who follow you. This might sound something like, “Shakespeare knew nothing about love. Check out my latest blog to find out the truth. http://johnsonbill11.blogspot.com”

Step 8
Find and follow other bloggers whose style, perspective, or subject you find interesting

· Look for and follow other bloggers in our own class

· Go to Google Blog Search (http://blogsearch.google.com/blogsearch?hl=en) and type in any subject (e.g., baseball, Giants, Lance Armstrong, fashion, shoes, finance, food) that interests you and add it to the blogroll on your own blog. 

